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“It all started when we had a 
local meeting about renewable 
energy,” Geoff Welton of Kebs 
Road, Todmorden tells me. “Lots 
of people begun to start thinking 
about wind turbines, but Mike and 
I decided to get cracking and take 
the initiative. Since then, three 
others in the neighbourhood have 
erected turbines and a further 
three have applied for planning 
permission.” 
Neighbours Geoff Welton and 
Mike Brown are the proud owners 
of two of Iskra’s tree-sized wind 
turbines, being amongst the first of 
Iskra’s customers. Mike is a mobile 
butcher and Geoff makes and sells 
cutting tools for stone as well as 
keeping a rare-breed sheep and 
a small commercial flock on his 42 
acre plot. 
The turbines weren’t cheap at 
£17000 pounds each, but Geoff 
estimates that after just 10 years, 
he’ll have broken even and from 

then on it’s all about saving money. 
“I used my pension money for 
it as an investment, giving me 
continuous savings – not just 
by having no electricity bills but 
on solid fuel too.” And that initial 
investment doesn’t have to pinch 
the wallet too much, as through 
government scheme ‘Clear Skies 
Grants’, both Geoff and Mike 
received £5000 grants. 
Geoff points out, I’ve kept a diary 
and since we put ours up in 
April 2005, we’ve only had 4 or 5 
windless days. And although the 
power isn’t 5kw each and every 
hour, the average is about half that 
– which still generates plenty.
Indeed, it is a sound investment 
as Geoff has generated 29000 
kilowatts, of which he has only used 
9,000 and the rest goes back to the 
National Grid, with them paying 
4.5 pence to him for the privilege. 
Mike on the other hand uses all 
of the 27500 power he generates, 

slightly less due to his mast being 
positioned approx 200ft nearer to 
sea level, but of the electricity he 
does use, it is priced at a much 
lower rate of just 8.5 pence instead 
of the usual 12 pence. 
Wind turbines are booming and as 
demand increases for renewable 
energy, with oil and gas supplies 
dwindling, costs are also on the 
up.” As Mike says, “being an island, 
we really have to consider options 
such as this.”
Anthony Fitzsimmons, Commercial 
Director of Iskra Wind Turbines, 
said, “Wind turbines are fantastic 
for farmers in windier regions, and 
the turbines don’t have to get in the 
way. They should be positioned not 
too far from buildings and can be 
planted on the edges of a fields or 
along the lines of roads, tracks or 
even railways so as not to get in the 
way of machinery.You can also put 
them over low-growing crops and 

take a second crop of electricity, 
though this only works if they will 
not get in the way.  We don’t just 
offer guyed models such as Geoff 
and Mike have.  We also make free-
standing tree-sized turbines, which 
are usually more suitable for land 
that is worked”.
And with Foresight Venture Partners 
recently investing £2million into the 
company, business is booming 
for Iskra. The funds will enable the 
business to increase production, 
expansion of the product range and 
entry into the European and global 
markets, which is good news for 
everyone, and Geoff and Mike are 
the proof that the quest for clean 
energy can be a very rewarding 
and worthwhile venture.

Turning into the future with Iskra

For further information visit: 
www.iskrawind.com


